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COVID-19 Effects



Social Media



of the online population in Saudi Arabia uses Twitter.

56%

https://www.globalmediainsight.com/blog/saudi-arabia-social-media-statistics/

https://www.globalmediainsight.com/blog/saudi-arabia-social-media-statistics/


Why is it important ?



The misinformation spreading 

can strongly influence 

individuals’ behavior. 



Inappropriate Public Health Behavior



Research Questions  

Which types of misinformation spread the most 
in pandemics?        1
How does misinformation evolve over time?       

3 What is the effect of the policy and 
regulations in the spread of misinformation?

2



Method
A Mixed Method Study 

1- Twitter data
December 2019 to April 10, 2020 – Arabic keyword.

2- Short survey
To collect rumors and fake news that spread in the community.

3- Policy and Regulations in Saudi Arabia regarding misinformation.



Twitter Data Topics
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Preliminary Results 



Distribution Of Misinformation Across Topics 
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Time Series Analysis
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Policy & Regulations 
“Anyone who broadcasts a rumor about the Corona
pandemic is liable to a fine of no less than one hundred
thousand riyal and no more than one million, or
imprisonment for a period of no less than one year and
not exceeding five years, or imprisonment and a fine
together.”



Conclusion & Future Work

● Further analyze the linguistic features of misinformation

● Design a searchable online database that provides information

about information and misinformation and a list of trustworthy

information.
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